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 Cumberland County Fire Chiefs’ Association 
“Preservation of Life and Property through Organization” 

Minutes of the 25 March 2024, Monthly Meeting 
 

 
The general membership Chiefs’ meeting was hosted by Fire Chief Jason Williams and Spring Lake Fire 
Department. The association thanks Chief Williams and his crew for their great hospitality. A catered dinner 
was provided by Mission BBQ.  
 
Call to Order:    The meeting was called to order by President Johnson at 7:00 pm.  
  
Opening Prayer: Association Chaplain Kenneth Tatumn provided the opening prayer followed by 

dinner. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  President Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
Roll Call:    Roll call was conducted with 19 departments and 4 associate members present. 

Members Absent: 
 
Fire/EMS Departments: Fire Commissioner, FTCC Rep, Hazmat Representation   
 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of February 24 were approved as presented.  
 
Guests:  Alex Rutgers with Wills for Heros 
 Charles Evans, former Commissioner 
 Diane Rice, Cumberland PIO 

 
Vendors Present:  None Present 
    
Treasurer’s Report:  Chiefs Only Fund balance report provided along with a hard copy in your            

packet for review.  
   
Meeting Points of Interests:  

 Next Chiefs’ Meeting is scheduled for Monday April 22, 2024, hosted by the Stedman FD at 
Stedman Baptist Church directly in front of Station 23.  

 Fayetteville Air-1 has Air rotation responsibilities for the month of April, followed by Stoney 
Point-19 in May.  

 Congratulations went out to Fire Chief Dove on his appointment to FFD Fire Chief 
 Mike Williams and Jason Hulon have both been appointed Assistant Chiefs with the 

Cotton Fire Department and are welcomed to the CCFCA.  
 
Items of Interest Handouts 

1. RMS Committee Mtg Minutes 
2. Monthly Incident Response Statistics 
3. Truist Balance Sheet 03/24/2024 
4. Copy of 2024 RMS Committee Assignment and Mission Criteria  
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5. FTCC-Training Center Director Position Posting 
6. FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
7. Tender Task Force Committee Executive Summary  
8. Cumberland Road Hurst Tool Sale Flyer 
9. Stedman BBQ Flyer Saturday April 13, 24 from 1100 till 1800 @ the Fire Department 
10. Wills For Hero’s 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 
  
1. President Johnson discussed the foam replacement process for the three county foam trailers. 

OSFM has been designated to spearhead the replacement project with state funds going to 
OSFM. Chief Chris Davis with OSFM recently verified foam on hand for accurate replacement.  
 

2. President Johnson announced that our Surrey Fire Safety House new wrap and graphics have 
been completed and the 
house was picked up from   
Specialty Graphics in 
Angier. There was a delay 
with the NFPA logo, but 
the issue has been 
mitigated. We have an 
appointment at HGR’s 
Trailers on Thursday April 
4, 2024, for the installation 
of a new battery operated / 
electric awning. Once 
completed we will 
complete a total 
maintenance check of all 
systems, and we will also 
reach out to Surrey Safety 
Houses to inquire about 
updating all the old and outdated electronics in the house to current technology. The safety 
house will remain out of service until all updates and services are complete.  

 
3. President Johnson discussed our current AED dilemma surrounding the excessive cost of 

replacement pads and batteries. He is recommending that we use the funds currently available 
through the Health Department for CCFCA AED pads and battery purchases. The 
recommendation is that we replace 130 of our current AEDs and purchase 130 Stryker 
LIFEPAK 1000 which are compatible with EMS thus allowing PAD exchange with the 
responding medical unit. To affect this purchase and exchange Cumberland County is 
requesting that we turn in our current CARDIAC Science Power heart G5 AEDs for distribution 
in county owned facilities including schools. To utilize the ARP funds the issue goes back to the 
ARP Committee where Fire Commissioner Keefe is chair. With 100% voting membership in 
attendance the Chiefs concurred with exchanging our current Power heart G-5 AEDs and 
pursuing the purchase of 130 Stryker LIFEPAK 1000 which are compatible for direct AED Pad 
Exchange with the responding Cape Fear Valley Medic Unit. President Johnson will follow-up 
with Commissioner Keefe.  
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4. The N.C. Fire and Rescue Commission (FRC) meeting is planned for April 9th at the FTCC 
Regional Fire & Rescue Training Center, starting at 10 AM. The association’s photographer 
will be on site to take make-up photos for all Chiefs wanting to replace their current photo, as 
well as for any newly appointed chief officers. This will be a photo waist up passport type 
picture in “Class A.” Chiefs, please let your Chief Officers know about the photo opportunity so 
that we can update our members page on our website. The following Stations have members 
needing a photo. 
 Assistant Chief Jason Hulon, Cotton FD - √ 
 Assistant Chief Mike Williams, Cotton FD - √ 
 Fire Chief Kevin Dove, Fayetteville FD - √ 
 Interim Fire Chief Scott McGuire, Fort Liberty - √ 
 Assistant Chief Josh Hopkins, Fort Liberty - √ 
 Fire Chief Ben Marsh, Grays Creek #24 FD 
 Assistant Chief Greg O’Dell, Grays Creek # 24 
 Assistant Chief Bradley Jacobson Grays Creek # 24 
 Deputy Chief Matthew Cain, Hope Mills FD - √ 
 Assistant Chief Jay DeVane, Vander FD - √ 
 Assistant Chief Donnie Griffin, Vander FD - √ 
 Zachary McFarland, Westarea FD - √ 
 County Manager Clarence Grier 
 Dr. Jolee Marsh, FTCC 

 
5. RMS Committee Chair Assistant Fire Chief B. Hanzal presented the committee’s final briefing 

and recommendations on replacing our expiring Emergency Reporting (ER) RMS, which will 
no longer be available at the expiration of our current annual contract expiring on 7/31/2024 due 
to being bought out by ESO. After a thorough review of three (3) current RMS systems, ESO, 
Image Trent, and FIRST DUE, it was unanimously recommended by the committee to go with 
FIRST DUE RMS, as it offered enhanced capabilities and features compared to the other 
options. AC Hanzal highlighted FIRST DUEs built-in-notification programs, which would 
enable the termination of IAR and result in $14,000 cost savings that could be allocated towards 
FIRST DUE. President Johnson expressed gratitude towards the committee for their work on 
behalf of the CCFCA and explained how the association would fund the new RMS first year’s 
fees using discretionary funds from the SCIF grant, including a one-time implementation fee. 
After a question-and-answer period by the membership the meeting concluded with RMS 
Committee Chair Assistant Chief B. Hanzal (Stoney Point) introducing a MOTION to move 
forward with FIRST DUE RMS as the replacement for Emergency Reporting (ER). The 
MOTION was SECONDED by Fire Chief Justin Nobles (Stedman) and unanimously 
APPROVED by all members present via a roll call vote. (See Enclosure #2) 
 

5. President Johnson informed the membership that he is working with Cumberland County 
Emergency Services Director Gene Booth to address needed tweaks to the 2019 County Fire 
Contract, which Expires on June 30th, 2024. Once this is finalized, we will provide a copy to 
each district Chief. He provided an example of a required update dealing with our required 
annual audits, which has already been amended but needs to be included within the new 2024 
audit.  
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6. Thanks to all those that supported Chief Melvins Retirement ceremony. There was a huge turn 
out and an exciting time was had by all who attended.  

 

President Johnson thanking Chief Melvin for his many years of dedicated service to the CCFCA. 

 
President Johnson on behalf of Fire Commissioner Jimmy Keefe, reading and presenting the 

County Commissioners Proclamation in honor of Chief Melvin  
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SHP Colonel Freddy Johnson Jr. / CCFCA Treasurer on behalf of Governor Roy Cooper presenting the 

“Order of the Long Leaf Pine.” 
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NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. President Johnson announced that we are in the process of posting 31 additional Historical 
Minutes that were found and will be added to our association webpage. He also advised the 
chiefs that a paper copy of all our minutes is stored in our CCFCA Storage Building.  
 

2. Cumberland County Service District Grant will open on Monday April 1st and will remain open 
until 5 pm Friday April 26, 2024. A grant review committee will convene thereafter to review 
grants. $60,000 is the limit. Grants submitted that are more than $60,000 will be returned. Please 
follow the following established Cumberland County Fire Services District Grant administrative 
rules.  
 
 Application must be complete and current & cannot exceed the listed amount 

provided. ($60,000)  
 Narratives must meet the required minimum wording listed with the application 

and should address and articulate your priority and need for the funds.  
 Must include current equipment vendor quotes equal to the grant amount.  
 Must be submitted online using the chief members portal.  
 Grants will not be accepted by the portal after the 5 PM April 26, cut-off 
 Please check your log in credentials early.  

 
3. Fire Chief Scott Bass inquired about the association assisting our High School Fire Academy 

Students to attend the 2024 SKILLS USA contest. Registration for the event per student is 
$60.00. He further advised that there are forty (40) students in the class. After discussion 
amongst all members present Chief Scott Bass (Westarea) introduced a MOTION to make a one 
(1) time donation to the Cumberland County High School Fire Academy program in the amount 
of $3,000 in support of the 2024 SKILLS USA contest as well as other program needs. With no 
further discussion the MOTION was SECONDED by Fire Chief Steven Parrish and 
unanimously APPROVED via a roll-call vote. (See enclosure #3) 

 
OFFICIAL ASSOCIATION / FIRE STATION ID CARDS (Coordinated through Station 13 at 910-424-0694  
Ms. Johnson or Ms. Garris)  
 

 Nothing shared for the group. 

STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE Fire Chief Scott Bass (Westarea FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: wfd2501@nc.rr.com 

 
 Nothing shared for the group. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS /DISPATCH STEERING / AVL COMMITTEE Chief Steve Parrish, Cumberland Road 
FD, Chairperson, E-Mail: crfd501@nc.rr.com 
 

 Nothing for the group 

TRAINING COMMITTEE Assistant Chief Kevin Murphy (Stoney Point) Chairperson                                                  

E-Mail kmurphy1903@gmail.com 

 Nothing shared for the group. (Training opportunities Hand-Out in Station Packets) 
 

mailto:wfd2501@nc.rr.com
mailto:crfd501@nc.rr.com
mailto:kmurphy1903@gmail.com
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RESCUE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief Hank Harris (Cotton FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: hankharris@cottonfirerescue.org 

 
 Nothing shared for the group. 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief, Freddy Johnson Jr. (Stoney Point) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: spfd1302@nc.rr.com 
 

 Committee meeting scheduled for 20th of May at 6pm at the CC EOC. 
 Everyone should be receiving the FY-24-25 Budget Memorandum from County Manager Grier with            

an April 24, 2024, suspense date back to county finance.  
 

FIRE LIFE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther Chairperson,  
Email -klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov 
 

 Please do not write letters for Fire Department variance. That must come from the county not 
the FD.  

 
SCIF PROJECT COMMITTEE - Fire Chief Keith Matthews (GFFD # 17) Chairperson. 
 E-Mail:  gffd1701@nc.rr.com 
 

 Inactive until 2nd quarter in FY 24-25 
 Will go active July 1st, 2024. 
 Everyone is encouraged to think about upcoming projects and submit recommendations to 

Chief Matthews (1701).  
 

LEPC UPDATE Fire Chief Logan Herndon (Grays Creek # 18 & Fayetteville FD) Representative 
 
 Not Present - Nothing to report for the group. 

 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS REPORT 

 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY MANAGERS’ OFFICE (Clarence Grier, County Manager)  
 
 No report. 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR/ ECC-911 (Gene Booth, Director), 
E-Mail:   wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov  

 
 Emergency Services Director Gene Booth   

 
Gene discussed the upcoming grant opportunities and budget.  
 

Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther –  
 

 See Fire Life Safety Report 
 

9-1-1 Supervisor Adam Johnson  
 

 Nothing for the group 

mailto:spfd1302@nc.rr.com
mailto:-klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov
mailto:gffd1701@nc.rr.com
mailto:wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov
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EMS DIRECTOR:   David Grovdahl, EMS Chief E-Mail:  dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com  

 
 No report provided. 

 
HAZMAT:  AC David Richtmeyer, E-Mail: davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov  
 
 No report provided. 

 
NC FORESTRY: Craig Gottfried, County Ranger, E-Mail:  craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov 
 
 Planning an on-boarding for a new employee soon. When done it will help both the North 

Carolina Forestry and all the partner association members.   
  

FTCC Michale Barth, E-Mail:  bartchm@faytechcc.edu – (910)486-7474 
 
 Not present – Nothing to report for the group.  

 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE Sheriff Wright ewright@ccsonc.org (Sr. Sgt. Tara Whitman) Email -                 
twhitman@ccsonc.org 
   
 Sr. Sgt Whitman further emphasized and discussed accidental fires and reporting procedures for same and            

any time there is an issue, and you are not sure about a particular fire, incident or otherwise call. We are                 
here to help.   

 Updated the group concerning homeless camps, which can be prosecuted for negligence.  
 

FAYETTEVILLE POLICE – Police Kemberle Braden, Email – kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov 
                                     
 No report  

 
NC HIGHWAY PATROL – Colonel Freddy Johnson Jr. Commander NCSHP. 
E-Mail: Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org or First Sergeant Jamie Hinson B-1 Fayetteville                                                    
Mail: james.hinson@ncshp.org, or S. Johnson SHP Raleigh Training Center, E-Mail sean.johnson@ncshp.org 
 
 Noting to report 

 
FIRE COMMISSIONER –  
 

 Not present – Nothing for the Group.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com
mailto:davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov
mailto:bartchm@faytechcc.edu
mailto:ewright@ccsonc.org
mailto:twhitman@ccsonc.org
mailto:kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org
mailto:james.hinson@ncshp.org
mailto:sean.johnson@ncshp.org
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ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made to adjourn by Chief Bass and seconded by Assistant Chief Hanzal.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2048 hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Freddy l. Johnson Sr.    Joshua Hopkins  
Freddy L. Johnson Sr., CFO    Joshua Hopkins 
Fire Chief / President     Assistant Fire Chief / Secretary 
 
Enclosures – 13 

 Attendance Roster 
 Roll call vote: RMS System 
 Roll call vote: Fire Academy donation. 
 RMS Committee Mtg Minutes 
 Copy of 2024 RMS Committee Assignment and Mission Criteria  
 Monthly Incident Response Stas 
 Truist Balance Sheet 03/24/2024 
 FTCC-Training Center Director Position Posting 
 FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
 Tender Task Force Committee Executive Summary  
 Cumberland Road Hurst Tool Sale Flyer 
 Stedman BBQ Flyer Saturday April 13, 24 from 1100 till 1800 @ the Fire 

Department 
 Wills For Hero’s 

 
 

FOR THE GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION 
 

(1) Chief Marley thanked everyone for DeCarter family prayers and the attendance for FF.                   
DeCarters memorial service  
 
(2) Chief Nobles announced his upcoming BBQ Dinner fund raiser scheduled for Saturday April 13                    
at Station 23. (Flyer in packets) 
 
(3)  Chief Parrish announced the sale of a complete set of HURST tools. (Flyer in packets) 
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+Enclosure # 1 – Attendance Roster  

 
Special Notes: 
 
 
CODES:  – Present -Absent      Excused 

 
 

 

 MEMBERS’ PRESENT (19) 19 18 19          
 ASSOCIATES PRESENT (07) 4 6 4          
 Total Number in attendance 49 38 37          
  

CC Fire Chiefs 
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 MEMBERS MEETING DATES 
01 BEAVER DAM STA 26 & 27             
02 BETHANY STA 12             
03 COTTON STA 4             
04 CUMBERLAND ROAD STA 5             
05 EASTOVER STA 1             
06 EMS EMERGENCY MED SVC             
07 FAYETTEVILLE FIRE DEPT             
08 FORT LIBERTY FIRE DEPT             
09 GODWIN – FALCON STA 17             
10 GRAYS CREEK STA 18             
11 GRAYS CREEK STA 24             
12 HOPE MILLS STA 21             
13 PEARCE’S MILL STA 3             
14 SPRING LAKE STA 23             
15 STEDMAN STA 23             
16 STONEY POINT STA 13 & 19             
17 VANDER STA 2 & 8             
18 WADE STA 16             
19 WESTAREA STA 15–20 & 25             
 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

01 CC EMERGENCY SERVICES               
02 FIRE COMMISSIONER             
03 FORESTRY              
04 FTCC             
05 HAZMAT             
06 HIGHWAY PATROL             
07 SHERIFFS OFFICE              
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