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 Cumberland County Fire Chiefs’ Association 
“Preservation of Life and Property through Organization” 

Minutes of the 26 August 2024, Monthly Meeting 
 

 
The general membership Chiefs’ meeting was hosted by Fayetteville Community College at the Regional Fire 
and Rescue Training Center. The association thanks Director Vince Lewis and his crew for their great 
hospitality and offering of the accommodations for tonight’s meeting. 
 
Call to Order:    The meeting was called to order by President Johnson at 7:00 pm.  
  
Opening Prayer: Association Chaplain Tatum provided the opening prayer. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  President Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
  
Roll Call:    Roll call was conducted with 19 departments and 6 associate members present. 

Members Absent: 
 
Fire/EMS Departments: None 
Associate Members:  None 
 

Approval of Minutes: The minutes of our June/July & August 2024 meetings will be approved           
during our September meeting at Fort Liberty.   

 
Guests: -Dr. Mark Sorrells, President of FTCC discussed the second phase of the new                  

facility and expansion, and further announced that there will be an upcoming 
ground-breaking ceremony in October to indicate the start of the phase II            
project. All association members are invited.  

 -FTCC Training Director Vincent Lewis shares the welcome opening 
 -Henry Tyson- Candidate for County Commissioner District 2 
 -Leonard Bryant Candidate for the NC House District 42 
 -Kirk Deviere Candidate for County Commissioner  

-Brian Moore- Candidate for the Cumberland County School Board District 3  
-Peter Pappas – Candidate for County Commissioner 
-Semone Pemberton – Candidate for the NC Senate 

  
Vendors Present:  Nicholas Williams discussed Electro Magnetic Therapy 
 Joshua Villagomes – CC PIO (Recruitment & Assistance to VFDs with PIO 

support).  
    
Treasurer’s Report:  A detailed association financial report was provided along with a hard copy             

fund balance, and a detailed profit and loss report for the fiscal year to date.  
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Meeting Points of Interests:  
 

 Next Chiefs’ Meeting is scheduled for September 23rd, 2024, hosted by Chief Scott McGuire 
and Fort Liberty FES. Dinner will be provided. The meeting will be held at the Smith Lake 
Recreational Center on Smith Lake Road. (Access off Honeycut Road)  

 FFD Air-1 has Air rotation responsibilities for the month of September followed by Fort Liberty 
Air-1 in October. 

 Fire Chief LB Herndon was appointed as the interim Fire Chief for Station 24 and is 
actively serving in that role. Please refer all inquiries ref Station 24 to Chief Herndon  

 Stedman Board of Directors President Andrew Mayko announced that with the 
resignation of Fire Chief Justin Nobles, the new interim Fire Chief effective immediately 
will be Brandon Walker. Chief Walker was a former Assistant Chief with Stedman VFD 
and is familiar with the Stedman Fire Department operations.  

Items of Interest Handouts 
1. January – July 2024 Incident Response Stats 
2. Truist daily Balance Sheet 08/26/2024 & Loss Profit Report 07-01-24 through 08-26-24 
3. FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
4. First Due – FTCC Training Class Attendance  
5. CCFCA Hard Meeting Minutes – July 22, 2024 
6. Saturday October 12, 2024, Fire, Rescue & EMS Memorial Service Flyer starting at 11 

AM at the Regional Fire and Rescue Training Center Memorial Site.  
7. September 23, 2024, Fort Liberty Chiefs Meeting Location – Smith Lake Rec Center & 

Fort Liberty Hiring Flyer 
8. Fayetteville 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb Flyer Saturday September 14th SEGRA Stadium 
9. 2nd Announcement Responder Incident Training RIT Event Flyer 
10.  CC PIO – Cumberland County Fair – August 30 through Sept 8 at the Crown Complex  
11. LEPC Minutes  
12. Fort Liberty Fire and Emergency Services – Job Announcement 
13. NC Statewide Overdose Surveillance Report July 2024 Update  
14. CCFCA – Chiefs Professional Development – MWC & FDIC Selectee Handout 

 
OLD BUSINESS: 

 1.  President Johnson discussed AED Issues – The new Stryker 1000 AEDs are being delivered 
tomorrow to the county and then shipped to Station 19 for processing and distribution. To 
facilitate and speed up the distribution process all single stations are asked to turn in four (4) 
complete G-5 AEDs with good batteries and pads. Districts with outlying stations are required 
to turn in two (2) additional G-5 AEDs per outlying station. We cannot turn in packs where the 
battery and pads expire within 12 months. The remaining AED’s that you have are yours that 
you can share with a local non-profit organization if you wish.  

2. President Johnson informed the membership that the contract has been completed and sent out 
to each department for review. These will be sent out with the Grant packets. All updates were 
shared in a previous meeting. 
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3. President Johnson addressed the membership on our First Due RMS Implementation Update and 
is up and running and moving forward, with all stations receiving POC emails. President 
Johnson has also asked for a 60-day extension with ER. Shape files have yet to be uploaded but 
will be forth coming.  
 

4. President Johnson addressed the 2024 Valor Awards which are scheduled for Tuesday, 
September 10th, 2024. The event host is Manna Church and will start at 0730. President Johnson 
discussed that all submitted awards were approved with a few downgrades. Make your plans 
now to attend to honor our members and the county. If you need tickets, please reach out as 
soon as possible. 

 
5. President Johnson provided an update on the progress made with the association’s 2009 Surrey 

Fire Safety House. It is still a couple more weeks away from completion due to supply change 
issues.  

6. President Johnson commented the latest SCIF award for $100,000 will need a “Technical 
Correction” prior to any funding – I have called Representative Wheatley and Senator McInnis. 
– At issue, the funding was only for AED pads. In the process of changing, it to address critical 
general medical supplies to sustain and enhance our medical responses.  

 
7. President Johnson advised that a few internet bills have arrived. Internet invoices and emails 

requesting a reimbursement for fiscal year 23-24 deadline is August 31, 2024 – Checks will be 
disbursed at the September meeting. 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Chief Grovdahl spoke on the upcoming appointment for representation of the EMS system for 
the CCFCA. This is a state statute requirement. Board members meet 4 times a year. A second 
appointment is also vacated in the First Responder Committee. If you are interested in 
volunteering in either of these roles, please speak to Chief Grovdahl.  

2. Chiefs, please advertise the 2024 Memorial Stair climb & walk at SEGRA Stadium on 
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 14, 2024 – Registration starts at 0630 with the event kicking off at 
0845 – There is a Flyer in your packet, and for additional information please contact 
Fayetteville Deputy Fire Chief David Richtmeyer. 

3. Manchester Fire Station 11 has been served by the Spring Lake Fire Department for the past 20 
plus years. The town of SL has notified county management that they will no longer be able to 
provide coverage for the Manchester District under the current funding, which is basically the 
tax base of the district, and currently in the mid 80’s. The County provided SL with a building 
grant of $75,000 annually to make payments on Station 11. Over the years the price of doing 
business has increased tremendously, and SL notified our County Manager of what they require 
to move forward. – Since that time, Station 11 has been closed and all calls are being managed 
from Station 22 until September 30 - The county manager is currently working on a plan.  
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OFFICIAL ASSOCIATION / FIRE STATION ID CARDS (Coordinated through Station 13 at 910-424-0694  
Ms. Johnson or Ms. Garris)  
 

 Nothing was shared with the group. 

STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE Fire Chief Scott Bass (Westarea FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: wfd2501@nc.rr.com 

 
 Nothing was shared with the group. 

 
COMMUNICATIONS /DISPATCH STEERING / AVL COMMITTEE Chief Steve Parrish, Cumberland Road 
FD, Chairperson, E-Mail: crfd501@nc.rr.com 
 

 Nothing was shared for the group. 

TRAINING COMMITTEE Assistant Chief Kevin Murphy (Stoney Point) Chairperson                                                  

E-Mail kmurphy1903@gmail.com 

 Sept Training is in your packet.  
 Webcast on OSHA Emergency Responder Initiative is especially important to listen to. 
 Incident Command training and Physicals were an important aspect of the OSHA Initiative. 

 
RESCUE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief Hank Harris (Cotton FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: hankharris@cottonfirerescue.org 

 
 Refresher Swift Water Training was completed last weekend. Great participation by all organizations 

 
MEMORIAL COMMITTEE Fire Chief Ronnie Marley (Pearce’s Mill FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: ronniemarley0301@gmail.com  or Deputy Fire Chief David Richtmeyer (Memorial Service Co-coordinator)         
E-Mail: davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov 
 

 Memorial Flyer in your packet for the Saturday October 12, 2024, service starting at 11 AM here at           
our Memorial Site – This is an important event – If your department has a member that is listed on the  
memorial please reach out to the family and be represented – Every department should have             
representation for this once a year and very important solemn occasion – 25 to 30 minutes max.  
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief, Freddy Johnson Jr. (Stoney Point) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: spfd1302@nc.rr.com 
 

 Our FY 23/24 Finances have been turned into Haigh, Byrd, and Lambert PLLC our 
accountant.  

 Our Yellow-Book SCIF Audit documents will be submitted to the Raleigh Audit Firm after 
Labor Day  

 Current Balance is $434,742.19 – Checking Account 
 $771,000 = 5 Month CD at Truist  
 Received our FY 23/24 CC Association Funding $293,501.00 

mailto:wfd2501@nc.rr.com
mailto:crfd501@nc.rr.com
mailto:kmurphy1903@gmail.com
mailto:ronniemarley0301@gmail.com
mailto:davidrichtmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:spfd1302@nc.rr.com
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 Reimbursed $9,404.06 from Health Department for the purchase of AED Pads – A final 
reimbursement request will be submitted within the next two weeks  

 A TRUIST daily fund balance along with a Loss & Profit Statement is also in your packet  
 

FIRE LIFE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther Chairperson,  
Email -klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov 
 

 Home Safety and Home Risk Assessments were approved to be sent out with students. These 
assessments should go out after the first few weeks of school.  

 Fire Safety Day has been set for Oct 5th. More info is forthcoming. 
 $10,000 Grant from South River is pending.  
 

SCIF PROJECT COMMITTEE - Fire Chief Keith Matthews (GFFD # 17) Chairperson. 
 E-Mail:  gffd1701@nc.rr.com 

 
 Everyone is encouraged to think about upcoming projects and submit recommendations to 

Chief Matthews (1701) Committee Chair.  
 

LEPC UPDATE Fire Chief Logan Herndon (Grays Creek # 18 & Fayetteville FD) Representative 
 
 Elected new members and updated Bi-law Revision. 
 Radiological Table-top exercise is coming up soon at the EOC on the 5th of September 
 South River Training is available for those interested at various sub-stations.  

 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS REPORT 

 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY MANAGERS’ OFFICE (Clarence Grier, County Manager)  

 
 Nothing for the group. 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR/ ECC-911 (Gene Booth, Director), 
E-Mail:   wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov  

Emergency Services  
 
 Grant applications should be returned with the fire protection contract.  
 RMS issues are being worked as they arrive. More to follow on this issue.  
 Still working on voice enabled dispatching 
 Update on CAD is pending new contract and available funding 

 
Emergency Management: Gary Crumpler 

 AAR was completed for water rescue response for Hurricane Debbie.  
 Challenges were realized in human services and shelters 

 
9-1-1 Supervisor Adam Johnson  

 
 Nothing to report for the group 

 
 
 
 

mailto:-klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov
mailto:gffd1701@nc.rr.com
mailto:wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov
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EMS DIRECTOR:   David Grovdahl, EMS Chief E-Mail:  dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com  
 
 If you have any training or credentialling needs, please share with Leslie Campbell.  
 New ambulances are arriving with power load systems. Request local training for area 

departments as needed.  
 

HAZMAT:  AC Micheal Autry, E-Mail: michaelautry@fayettevillenc.gov (910) 433-1738 
 

 Construction has begun on the new HAZMAT Unit. Should be done by the end of the year 
 

NC FORESTRY: Craig Gottfried, County Ranger, E-Mail:  craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov (910) 483-1535 
 
 Nothing new to report for the group 

 
FTCC:  Vincent Lewis, E-Mail:  lewisv@faytechcc.edu – (910) 486-7472 

 
 Training opportunities are in your packet 
 Weekend Swift Water class is scheduled for the month of Sept. Many slots are still available. 
 Oct 7: Daytime Fire Academy 
 CPS Class is scheduled for the Oct 1st through the 4th.  
 The new TR series will be effective 1 Jan 2025 following the updated program. Catch up on any open 

classes as soon as possible to not hinder progress.  
 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE Sheriff Wright ewright@ccsonc.org (Sr. Sgt. Tara Whitman) Email -                 
twhitman@ccsonc.org (910) 323-1500 ext. Arson 
   

 Captain J. Morgan - Thank you to the group for your support.  
 Sr. SGT T. Whitman, FIU Supervisor announced that the FIU is planning to rebuild a fire              

investigation team like the former Arson Task Force. An email will be coming out to each fire                    
chief to share with their membership and to help facilitate the process. By doing so, every fire district 
will benefit in the future.  

 
FAYETTEVILLE POLICE – Police Kimberlee Braden, Email – kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov –                        
Asst. Police Chief Todd Joyce, Email – christopherjoyce@fayettevillenc.gov 
                                     

 Nothing for the group 
 
NC HIGHWAY PATROL – Colonel Freddy Johnson Jr. Commander NCSHP. 
E-Mail: Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org or 1SG Xavier McPherson (B-1) Email - xavier.mcpherson@ncshp.org 
Email, or S. Johnson SHP Raleigh Training Center, E-Mail sean.johnson@ncshp.org 
 

 Electrocution safety from downed powerlines.  
 Stage 3 telephones back from actual incident 

 
FIRE COMMISSIONER – Jimmy Keefe 

 
 Shared closing remarks as he will be departing from his post as our Fire Commissioner in 

December.  
 Water rescue response was discussed expressing gratitude for service.  

 

mailto:dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com
mailto:michaelautry@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov
mailto:lewisv@faytechcc.edu
mailto:ewright@ccsonc.org
mailto:twhitman@ccsonc.org
mailto:kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:christopherjoyce@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org
mailto:xavier.mcpherson@ncshp.org
mailto:sean.johnson@ncshp.org
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ADJOURNMENT: A motion was made to adjourn by Fire Chief Gary Brock and seconded by Fire Chief                       
Danny Hill.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2044 hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Freddy l. Johnson Sr.    Joshua Hopkins  
Freddy L. Johnson Sr., CFO    Joshua Hopkins 
Fire Chief / President     Assistant Fire Chief / Secretary 
 
Enclosures – 8 

 Jan – July 2024 Incident Response Stats 
 Truist daily Balance Sheet 08/26/2024 & Loss Profit Report 07-01-24 through 08-26-24 
 FTCC & Regional Training Opportunities 
 2024 October 12, 2024, Memorial Service FTCC Training Center 11 AM  
 Fayetteville 9/11 Memorial Stair Climb Flyer Saturday September 14th Segra Stadium 
 Fort Liberty Chiefs Meeting Location – Smith Lake Rec Center & Fort Liberty Hiring 

Flyer 
 2nd Announcement Responder Incident Training RIT Event Flyer 
 CC PIO – Cumberland County Fair – August 30 through Sept 8 at the Crown Complex  

 
 

For the Good of the Organization 
 

 
At the conclusion of the meeting, President Johnson stated that it is time to draw our 2025 FDIC, 
MWC and FRI attendee’s – There will be changes to the coordination process – Whereas travel 
arrangements will be made by the attendee and then reimbursed with the submission of receipts. 
He asked that all selectees please see him immediately after the meeting to discuss coordination, 
registration, lodging, and travel arrangements.  
 
2025 FDIC –  
Low Tier: Godwin-Falcon VFD – (Requested to be replaced with another Low Tier)  
Mid-Tier: Eastover FD 
High Tier: Stoney Point FD 
 
2025 NCAFC – Mid-Winter-Conference (MWC) 
Low Tier: Wade Community Fire Department 
Mid-Tier: Cumberland Road FD 
High Tier: Pearce’s Mill VFD 
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Enclosure # 1 – 2024 Attendance Roster  

 
Special Notes: 
 
 
CODES:  – Present -Absent      Excused 

 
 

 MEMBERS’ PRESENT (19) 19 18 19 17 17 18 17 19     
 ASSOCIATES PRESENT (07) 4 6 4 6 6 5 6 6     
 Total Number in attendance 49 38 37 41 46 58 53 47     
  

CC Fire Chiefs 
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 MEMBERS MEETING DATES 
01 BEAVER DAM STA 26 & 27             
02 BETHANY STA 12             
03 COTTON STA 4             
04 CUMBERLAND ROAD STA 5             
05 EASTOVER STA 1             
06 EMS EMERGENCY MED SVC             
07 FAYETTEVILLE FIRE DEPT             
08 FORT LIBERTY FIRE DEPT             
09 GODWIN – FALCON STA 17             
10 GRAYS CREEK STA 18             
11 GRAYS CREEK STA 24             
12 HOPE MILLS STA 21             
13 PEARCE’S MILL STA 3             
14 SPRING LAKE STA 11 & 22             
15 STEDMAN STA 23             
16 STONEY POINT STA 13 & 19             
17 VANDER STA 2 & 8             
18 WADE STA 16             
19 WESTAREA STA 15–20 & 25             
 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

01 CC EMERGENCY SERVICES               
02 FIRE COMMISSIONER             
03 FORESTRY              
04 FTCC             
05 HAZMAT             
06 FAYETTEVILLE POLICE              
07 HIGHWAY PATROL             
08 SHERIFFS OFFICE              
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