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 Cumberland County Fire Chiefs’ Association 
“Preservation of Life and Property through Organization” 

Minutes of the 27 November 2023, Monthly Meeting 
 

 
The Chiefs’ only meeting was hosted by Emergency Services Director Gene Booth in the new Cumberland 
County Emergency Operation Center (EOC), 500 Executive Place. The association thanks Director Booth and 
his staff for their great hospitality. Snacks were provided.  
 
Call to Order:    The meeting was called to order by President Johnson at 7:00 pm.  
  
Opening Prayer: Association Chaplain Kenneth Tatumn provided the opening prayer.    
 
Pledge of Allegiance:  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by President Johnson. 
  
Roll Call:     Roll call was conducted with 18 departments and 8 associate members present. 

Members Absent: 
 
Fire/EMS Departments: EMS Emergency Medical Services   
 
Associate Members: County Managers Office, Commissioners 
 

Approval of Minutes: The September 2023 minutes were approved as presented.  
 
Guests:                               Representative Dianne Wheatley  

 
Vendors Present:   None Present 
    
Treasurer’s Report:   Presented quarterly during the associations Chief’s only meetings conducted          

in February, May, August, and November annually.   
Meeting Points of Interests:  

Next Chiefs’ Meeting is scheduled for Monday December 18, 2023, at 7:00 pm. The meeting will be 
sponsored by Sherriff Wright. The meeting will be conducted at Cumberland County Detention 
Center, 204 Gillespie Street, Fayetteville North Carolina. (Use Rear Entrance) 
Fayetteville Air-1 has Air rotation responsibilities for the month of December, followed by Fort Liberty 
Air-1 in January.   

 
Items of Interest Handouts 
 

 October 2023 Incident Statistics  
 FTCC Training Opportunities-POC Chief Murphy 
 County Training Officers Meeting Minutes 
 ID Card Information Form 
 Tender Task Force Fact Sheet 
 FTCC-EMS POC Change Email 
 Cumberland County Fire Service Hall of Fame 
 Truist Bank Balances and CD info 
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OLD BUSINESS: 

  
1. President Johnson discussed the foam replacement process for the 2 county foam trailers is on 

hold until after the first of the year. OSFM has been designated to spearhead the replacement 
project with funds going to OSFM. There should be movement on this project after the first of 
the year. President Johnson reminded the members that Foam 1is empty and should not be 
dispatched. It is listed out of service in CAD. Foam 2 Fayetteville FD and Foam 3 Stedman FD 
are both in service for county-wide response.  
 

2. President Johnson discussed the Fire Safety House wrap project has run into a few roadblocks 
with local vendors not wanted to tackle the project.  He is still looking for new opportunities. 

 
3. President Johnson wanted to thank all the Chiefs that came out and supported the Swift Water 

Center ribbon cutting.   All are encouraged to reach out to Captain Bartch to schedule training 
and certification classes.  Steve Drew from FTCC advised that Chiefs are welcome to connect 
with him to orchestrate and opportunity to participate. 

 
4. President Johnson expressed appreciation for those that have submitted nominations for the 

Arnold J. Koonce Legacy Award.  There are two awards that will be honored: one for a 
Firefighter and Fire Officer of the year. Presentations will be conducted in conjunction with our 
December 18, 2023, Christmas meeting at the Sheriff’s Office.  

 
5. President Johnson discussed the details of the Mid-Winter Conference in Concord, NC 

beginning on the 30th of January.  Chief Nobels from Stedman FD #23, Chief Marsh from Grays 
Creek #24 and Chief Bradshaw from Vande FD #2 will be representing the CCFCA.  All related 
coordination for registration and lodging have been mitigated by the association, including extra 
banquet tickets for a guest for each Chief.  

 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

1. Brian Taylor is going to be appointed the new State Fire Marchall effective January 1st of 2024. 
DOI only provides HR and Budgetary support.  OSFM’s budget comes from insurance 
proceeds. We will reach out to Brian to attend a future meeting to brief the association on the 
new OSFM organizational mission.  
 

2. President Johnson outlined the POC change for FTCC EMS/Paramedic and CPR training.  Dr. 
Marsh’s email with contact information can be found in your respective packets.  

 
3. Chief Ferguson has been working diligently on replacing our defective AED pads originally 

received from Zoll.  Three lot numbers were distributed to the Cumberland County Chiefs for 
removal from service.  At this point, all are still encouraged to review current pads and report 
issues if found. Please contact Chief Ferguson to replace the bad pads. He is also working with 
the company Vice-President on the systemic battery issues.  

 
4. President Johnson announced that with the implementation of a Cumberland County Fire 

Service Hall of Fame back in 2020, several key members of the Cumberland County Fire 
Service have been appointed. A wall display will be created at the Regional Fire and Rescue 
Training Center that will display the Hall of Fame recipients. A copy of the Hall of Fame rules 
and guidelines has been included in everyone’s packet. He also stated that he will submit both 
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former Fire Chief / Fire Marshal Arnold J. Koonce, and Fire Chief / Emergency Management 
Director John McGinnis to be posthumously appointed. Chief Koonce established the CCFCA 
in 1960 and served as president for 10 years, and introduced the water haul system within the 
state to lower ISO ratings. Chief McGinnis served as the associations 2nd President and also 
served for nearly ten years before being appointed Emergency Management Coordinator serving 
all of Cumberland County.  The award recognizes individuals who’s dedicated contributions go 
beyond their own fire district and benefit the entire Cumberland County and or the North 
Carolina Fire Service.  Current inductees are Chief Kevin Herdon (50 Years) and two term 
association VP and President.  Chief Piner (38 years), officially brought the Fayetteville Fire 
Department into the CCFCA and served as President of the North Carolina Association of Fire 
Chiefs a statewide organization.  These awards will be presented each year during the annual 
Valor awards in October.  

 
6. Chief Johnson reviewed the ID information sheet in each packet.  He expounded that a photo 

and information sheet will be required for each ID requested. Please use and have your members 
complete the required information sheets, take a chest and up photo, and email the photo to 
Stoney Point. The ID cards will be completed and delivered during the next scheduled Chiefs 
meeting, or they can be picked up at Station 13.  
 

ID CARD COMMITTEE 
 

Issues addressed as part of the packet insert. 

STANDARDS & POLICY COMMITTEE D/C Tracy Smith (Pearce’s Mill FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: pmfd0302@nc.rr.com 
 

 Policy revision is forth coming with regard to standardizing the Inclement Weather Policy  
 

COMMUNICATIONS /DISPATCH STEERING / AVL COMMITTEE Chief Steve Parrish, Cumberland Road 
FD, Chairperson, E-Mail: crfd501@nc.rr.com 
 

 A meeting is planned in January to discuss a policy change.  More to follow.  

TRAINING COMMITTEE Assistant Chief Kevin Murphy (Stoney Point) Chairperson                                                  

E-Mail kmurphy1903@gmail.com 

 
 Training opportunities are included in your packet. 
 Please review the Training minutes but specifically the 580G program notes.  
 Fact sheet on the Tender Fact Sheet  
 Update on Calvin Bishop.  Continue to keep him in your prayers. 

 
RESCUE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief Hank Harris (Cotton FD) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: hankharris@cottonfirerescue.org 

 
 No report given.    

 
 
 
 

mailto:pmfd0302@nc.rr.com
mailto:crfd501@nc.rr.com
mailto:kmurphy1903@gmail.com
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FINANCE COMMITTEE Deputy Chief Freddy Johnson Jr. (Stoney Point) Chairperson, 
E-Mail: spfd1302@nc.rr.com 
 

 Current Balance sheet, detailed expense report and Certificate of Deposit documentation included in                 
everyone’s packet. The seven (7) month CD will raise $21,000.00+ for the association.  

 
FIRE LIFE SAFETY EDUCATION COMMITTEE – Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther Chairperson,  
Email -klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov 
 
 Kevin advised that Emergency Services received devices from Operation Save a Life for Smoke 

and Carbon Monoxide Alarms as part of our continuing community risk reduction efforts.   
 His team is available to supply resources as needed.   

 
SCIF PROJECT COMMITTEE - Fire Chief Keith Matthews (GFFD # 17) Chairperson. 
 E-Mail:  gffd1701@nc.rr.com 
 

 No report is given. 
 

LEPC UPDATE Chief Herndon 
 
 Tier 2 Facility reporting needs to be updated.  

 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS REPORT 

 
CUMBERLAND COUNTY MANAGERS OFFICE (Clarence Grier, County Manager)  
 
 No report. 

 
EMERGENCY SERVICES DIRECTOR/ ECC-911 (Gene Booth, Director), 
E-Mail:   wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov  

 
 Emergency Services Director Gene Booth   

 
 Nothing to report.  Submit invoices and proof of payment. 

 
Emergency Management Coordinator Garry Crumpler  

 
 Looking into Viper back-up systems 
 Stood up Special Operations committee to strategically stage equipment/National 

Guard around the county as needed for special incidents and natural disasters.  
 Drone awareness.  Remain current on training and license requirements.  
 Laura Smith spoke on the need for field feedback forms and potential ride-along 

options with crews.  
 

Fire Marshal Kevin Lowther –  
 
 See Fire Life Safety Education Committee Report    

 
 
 

mailto:spfd1302@nc.rr.com
mailto:-klowther@cumberlandcountync.gov
mailto:gffd1701@nc.rr.com
mailto:wbooth@cumberlandcountync.gov
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9-1-1 Supervisor Adam Johnson  
 

 No Report    
 

EMS DIRECTOR:   David Grovdahl, EMS Chief E-Mail:  dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com  
 

 Not Present   
 

HAZMAT:  AC David Richtmeyer - POC telephone for HAZMAT is 910-229-6938, 
E-Mail: davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov  
 
 Discussed the likely rise of heat related calls in the coming months.  Crews are encouraged to 

request assistance early in the call as opposed to after the call has progressed.   
 Assistant Chief Richtmeyer expressed gratitude for crews that assisted with a call on I-95 

involving a tanker truck (Cotton FD, Stoney Point FD, and Stedman FD).   
 Discussion was also had about the various underground boring companies working in the city 

and surrounding areas.  
 
NC FORESTRY: Craig Gottfried, County Ranger, E-Mail:  craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov 
 
 Ranger Gottfried advised that crews are working hard in the western part of the state. The area 

has received some rain, but the area is still in an extreme state.  
 Be aware of potential small fires expanding quickly given the current conditions.  

  
FTCC Steve Drew, E-Mail:  drews@faytechcc.edu –  
 
 Director Drew provided a quick update on Training Coordinator Calvin Bishop and asked the membership           

to keep Calvin in our continued thoughts and prayers.   
 

SHERIFF’S OFFICE Sheriff Wright ewright@ccsonc.org (Sr. Sgt. Tara Whitman) Email -                 
twhitman@ccsonc.org 
   
 No Report 

 
FAYETTEVILLE POLICE – Police Kemberle Braden, Email – kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov 
                                     
 No report  

 
NC HIGHWAY PATROL – Colonel Freddy Johnson Jr. Commander NCSHP. 
E-Mail: Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org or First Sergeant Jamie Hinson B-1 Fayetteville                                                    
Mail: james.hinson@ncshp.org, or S. Johnson SHP Raleigh Training Center, E-Mail sean.johnson@ncshp.org 
 
 Addressed Drone programs.   

 
FIRE  COMMISSIONER – Jimmy Keefe 
 

 Mr. Keefe was not present. Representative Dianna was present but nothing official to report.  
 
 
 

mailto:dgrovdahl@capefearvalley.com
mailto:davidrichmeyer@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:craig.gottfried@ncagr.gov
mailto:drews@faytechcc.edu
mailto:ewright@ccsonc.org
mailto:twhitman@ccsonc.org
mailto:kemberlebraden@fayettevillenc.gov
mailto:Freddy.johnson@ncshp.org
mailto:james.hinson@ncshp.org
mailto:sean.johnson@ncshp.org
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FOR THE GOOD OF THE ASSOCIATION  
 

 Chief Scott Mcguire from Liberty Fire and ES advised that anyone interested in participating in               
an active shooter exercise. It is scheduled for the 24th of January.  More details will be forth                  
coming as the plan develops.  

 Hope Mills Parade is scheduled for the 2nd of December beginning at 4pm.   
 Stedman FD Christmas Parade Saturday, December 2nd, 2023, starting at 1800. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  A motion was made to adjourn by Deputy Chief Hank Harris and seconded by Fire Chief                 
Keith Matthews.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at 1945 hours. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Freddy l. Johnson Sr.    Joshua Hopkins  
Freddy L. Johnson Sr., CFO    Joshua Hopkins 
Fire Chief / President     Assistant Fire Chief / Secretary 
 
Enclosures – 9 

 November 27, 2023, Attendance Roster 
 October 2023 Incident Statistics  
 FTCC Training Opportunities-POC Chief Murphy 
 County Training Officers Meeting Minutes 
 ID Card Information Form 
 Tender Task Force Fact Sheet 
 FTCC-EMS POC Change Email 
 Cumberland County Fire Service Hall of Fame 
 Truist Bank Balances and CD info 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CCFCA Minutes November 27, 2023,   Cumberland County EOC                                            Page 7 
 

 
 

Enclosure # 1 – Attendance Roster  

 
Special Notes: 
 
 
CODES:   – Present -Absent      Excused 

 

 MEMBERS PRESENT      (19) 19 19 19 19 15 17 18 19 17 17 18  
 ASSOCIATES PRESENT (09) 07 07 07 09 07 06 07 06 05 07 07  
 Total Number in attendance 55 46 51 65 46 48 51 53 44 49 38  
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 MEMBERS MEETING DATES 
01 BEAVER DAM STA 26 & 27             
02 BETHANY STA 12          A   
03 COTTON STA 4             
04 CUMBERLAND ROAD STA 5             
05 EASTOVER STA 1             
06 EMS EMERGENCY MED SVC     A     A A  
07 FAYETTEVILLE FIRE DEPT             
08 FORT LIBERTY FIRE DEPT             
09 GODWIN – FALCON STA 17     A        
10 GRAYS CREEK STA 18             
11 GRAYS CREEK STA 24             
12 HOPE MILLS STA 21      A A  A    
13 PEARCE’S MILL STA 3             
14 SPRING LAKE STA 23     A A   A    
15 STEDMAN STA 23             
16 STONEY POINT STA 13 & 19             
17 VANDER STA 2 & 8             
18 WADE STA 16     A        
19 WESTAREA STA 15–20 & 25             
 ASSOCIATE MEMBERS 

01 CC EMERGENCY SERVICES               
02 FIRE COMMISSIONER  A    A A A A A A  
03 COUNTY MANAGERS OFC A A A  A A A A A A A  
04 FORESTRY          A    
05 FTCC             
06 HAZMAT             
07 HIGHWAY PATROL             
08 RETIRED FIRE CHIEFS A  A  A A  A     
09 SHERIFFS OFFICE          A    
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